[Pure red blood cell aplasia associated with neutralizing antibodies against erythropoietin induced by epoetin alfa:a new form of acquired erythroblastopenia in auremic patients].
We report the case of a woman with end-stage renal disease on maintenance hemodialysis and treated with recombinant human erythropoietin (epoetin alfa) administered subcutaneously, who developed a pure red cell aplasia secondary to the development of neutralizing antibodies anti-erythropoietin after 8 months of treatment. Despite epoetin withdrawal and immunosuppressive treatment with corticosteroids and gammaglobulins the patient still has high red blood cell transfusion requirements and undetectable plasma erythropoietin levels. Pure red cell aplasia secondary to the development of neutralizing antibodies anti-erythropoietin is a rare but severe complication associated with the use of recombinant human erythropoietin in uremic patients. In recent years, the incidence of this complication has sharply increased, specially associated with the use of epoetin alfa administered subcutaneously. For this reason, the Spanish Drug Agency has recently contraindicated treating uremic patients with epoetin alfa administered subcutaneously.